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Samples quickly identified
Life sciences laboratories that need to
locate potentially interesting samples
quickly and easily from master plates
or tubes should take a look at the new
Pos-ID bar code scanner on TECAN’s
Genesis RSP (Robotic Sample
Processor). The Pos-ID (version2),
which can be upgraded, helps
guarantee safe and secure sample
preparation or screening. The scanner
identifies primary and secondary plates
or tubes and tracks their position and
orientation on the worktable. Pos-ID
can alert users if a tube or microplate
container is missing.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
Dual and multiple viewing
Leica offers a variety of dual and
multiple viewing solutions for use on
the Leica DM LS and Leica DM LB
laboratory microscope systems. The
advanced ergonomic design of the DM
LS makes teaching and consultation an
easy task. Dedicated dual view bridges
for face-to-face orientation allow either
microscope stand to easily fit on the
return of the desk. For laboratory bench
situations or any time the operators must
be on the same side of the microscope,
the side-by-side bridge offers an
alternative solution. The system allows
from 3 to 10 viewing stations.
Circle number 3 on reader response card.
In Brief
Fluorescence detection
JBL Scientific, Inc., innovators in alkaline
phosphatase substrates, have introduced
AttoPhos PlusTM, a new alk phos substrate
generating fluorescent molecules detectable
at the attomolar level. AttoPhos PlusTM offers
advantages such as detection at lower levels
of pH, reduced background, high sensitivity
and large Stoke’s shift.
Circle number 4 on reader response card.
Enhanced combinatorial synthesis
The new Combi-ClampTM from Whatman
enlarges the universe of reactions available to
drug discovery and other chemists who use
combinatorial synthesis to generate libraries of
compounds for screening. A simple-to-use
device, Combi-ClampTM allows the uses of
organic and other highly volatile solvent
systems by eliminating the problems
associated with evaporation. This allows
optimization of reaction times, and conditions
that otherwise would be difficult to achieve
without a closed system, as well as eliminating
loss of sample or solvent due to dripping.
Circle number 5 on reader response card.
High fidelity PCR
Hybaid has introduced the new
ProofSprinterTM DNA polymerase mix, a
licensed enzyme for high yield and high
fidelity PCR reactions of up to 20 kb. The
mixture combines the proof-reading capacity
of Pwo with the high processivity of Taq,
making it the enzyme of choice for cloning or
sequencing of PCR products.
ProofSprinterTM has robust performance due
to high DNA polymerase activity.
Circle number 6 on reader response card.
Software upgrades
Universal Imaging Corporation has
introduced versions 3.5 of MetaMorph,
MetaFluor and MetaGFP. These packages
give scientists and industrial users the power
to do advanced microscope automation,
acquire and analyze fluorescent and
transmitted light images, and find intra-
cellular ion measurements using single
wavelength or ratio imaging dyes.
Circle number 7 on reader response card.
The VARIOKLAV line of steam
sterilisers by H+P Labortechnik has
now been complemented by the
compact benchtop steriliser 250T. In
the development of this smallest
member of the VARIOKLAV range,
H+P Labortechnik was able to draw
on more than 20 years of experience
in sterilisation technology. The result
is a product that excels in usability
and value. The steam atmosphere is
efficiently swirled by a novel radial
fan that eliminates the need for a
shaft exit. The radial fan inside the
steriliser chamber is driven by a wear-
free drive system located outside the
pressure vessel, permitting rapid and
even heating, short cooling times, and
precision convergence on the
sterilisation temperature without
overheating sensitive culture media.
With a size of only 380 × 650 mm, this
steriliser offers excellent space
economy, while at the same time its
interior chamber height of 24 cm
offers sufficient room for one-litre
flasks. The condenser unit is fastened
onto a swing arm, allowing rapid and
effortless cleaning of the reservoir.
There are a broad range of expansion
options catering to a variety of special
requirements, for example a
thermolock to protect the operator
from scalding when sterilising liquids.
Circle number 1 on reader response card.
New steam steriliser
